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ine is rooted in tradition, yet many factors can
force wine regions to evolve. Changing climate
conditions, shifting tastes and rising land prices
all challenge producers to refine their grape sources
and winemaking practices. Those who best identify the right grapes
for their teroir are ideally positioned to deliver exciting yer afford-
able wines year after year. Some thrive in established areas where
grapegrowing has existed for centuries. Others are more recent
upstarts on the global wine scene. Yet all have committed them-

selves to preduction methods that yield the highest quality in the

most cost-effective way. This is how great values are born.

The diverse group of wines in this year’s annual roundup of 100
top values shows just how widespread this commitment is. All of
them are rated 88 points or higher, priced at $20 or less and made

in large enough quantities to be widely available. Another 24 wines

in this year’s Top 100 also represent exceptional value, offering
further proof that producers across the globe have made it their
goal to deliver high quality wine at budget-friendly prices. (See
page 70 for a complete list of values in the Top 100.) ok
The selecrion that follows spans every corner of the wine world.

Recent great vintages in France and Italy mean a number of choices

from the Rhine Valley and Tuscany, while California regions such

‘m m[s “. szn '. ms as Santa Barbara, Monterey, Lodi and Clarksburg field excellent

wines at a fraction of the cost of those from Napa. There are val-

SRE S 7N B ues everywhere you look—it’s time to get out there and explore.
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90 $18 CHARLESSMITH Syrah Washington
Boom Boom! 2016 Washington This perky red
delivers lively blackberry, smoky pepper and licorice

BIG REDS

G-- big or go bome. That's the ethas of these powerhouse reds, wh
ners make by extracting the most they can get out of their grapes.

flavors that linger on the finish. (TF)

ness is crucial to delivering the necessary depth and concentration, so warmer

regions or hotter vintages tend to viel
Australian Shiraz are forces of nature,

d the best versions. Argencine Malbec and
whike Califormia hits all its marks this

year with a Zinfandel, a Svrah and 2 Merloc,
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ELEGANT REDS BIG

AAnct Now Cabeenet Franc,
Mernl, Sengovese, Tenranto

REDS
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